Plant Study

Choose a plant to study and record your observations on this sheet.

	Date:
	Group Members:


	[image: image1.jpg]


Draw a close-up view of your plant.  Label important features such as leaves, stems, flowers, cones and seed pods (if there are any).




	Vegetation Profile – draw a picture of the area where your plant grows. Put an arrow on your drawing to show your plant.




What is the growth form (tree, shrub, grass, etc) of your plant?
Is there evidence (nests, chewed leaves, animals hiding) of any animals living or feeding on your plant?
Why do you think your species of plant is important in this environment? (ie does it stabilize the soil? Does it provide food and shelter for any particular species of animals?)
Imagine if a feral animal ate all the plants like yours on the reserve.  How would the environment change? Draw a vegetation profile to show the changes.

	


A local conservation group helps to plant native plants on the reserve.  Draw a vegetation profile to show how the area might look after rehabilitation.

	


Extension: How would these changes affect native animals?
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